[Ultrastructural and immunocytochemical study of Listeria monocytogenes with varying levels of pathogenicity factor production].
Wild and mutant strains of Listeria monocytogenes are examined by electron and immunoelectron microscopy. The mutant strain was characterized as a strain with a high level of production of pathogenic factors. No essential morphological criteria permitting the differentiation between wild and mutant Listeria strains were detected. Addition of activated charcoal to nutrient medium resulted in similar morphological changes in both strains. Enlargement of cells, a thicker cell wall, and changes in the cytoplasm structure are objective morphological signs of functional activity of bacteria with a higher level of pathogenic factor production. Indirect immunocytochemical method demonstrated the localization of specific phosphatidyl inosityl phospholipase C.